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Appropriate Technology (AT) arose almost 40 years ago within an idealistic international 

social movement dedicated to the notion that technology ought to be consciously human 

centered, environmentally benign and, in particular, to enhance the economic life of the 

world’s poor and marginalized communities.  During the 1980s over 1000 organizations 

worldwide engaged in experiments and programs to implement AT.  Since then some of 

the movement's ideas have become at least partially accepted by the mainstream and many 

practical experiments in technology choice have demonstrated the feasibility of the AT 

approach.  Nevertheless, most of those pioneering AT organizations are no longer publicly 

visible and it appears that the ideas of the AT movement have failed to occupy more than 

a minor position in contemporary mainstream technology policy and strategy.  This lecture 

will review the fundamental ideas underlying AT and explore what factors may affect the 

adoption of AT principles as a normal part of technology practice and business. 

 

 

* Ya disponible en la Bibliotéca General: Technology Choice: A Critique of the Appropriate 

Technology Movement por Kelvin Willoughby 

* Se recogerá donativos para comprar un generador eléctrico que ayudará satisfacer las 

necesidades eléctricas de la comunidad de Duchity, Haiti. 


